keeping land permanently open."
4 Basildon Council's view is that they are performing their duties in protecting the greenbelt and maintaining the equal treatment under the law of all groups.
5
You or I wouldn't be able to build a house without planning permission. It's just a question of equality and being treated the same. 6 The first enforcement notice from Basildon Council requiring the Travellers to quit the site was issued in 1999. 7 The dispute between Basildon Council and the Travellers has continued over the years with a series of unsuccessful attempts by the
Travellers to obtain planning permission and further enforcement notices from Basildon
Council. Basildon Council has been working to evict the Travellers. The planned evictions have attracted the attention of various groups including the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD). CERD has recently released a statement on the Dale Farm issue in which it calls on the UK to suspend the planned eviction as disproportionate to the negative impact on the families and urges the UK to find an alternative solution. 9 The High Court ruled against the Travellers on 12 October 2011:
Giving his judgment, Mr. Justice Ouseley said: "The conclusion has been reached time and again that this is just the wrong site for Travellers. It is the residents of Dale Farm who have to comply with the obligation to leave voluntarily. If the removal becomes forcible it would be because of decisions made by the residents not to comply. "The criminal law applies equally to all -Travellers and others alike," he said.
10
Irish Travellers represent a distinct ethnic group and have a long history in England.
11
According to McVeigh, the culture's dominant characteristic is nomadism. 12 This leads to a specific set of cultural norms that are different to those of the settled community.
Nomadism as embodied by the Irish Travellers is more than just moving from place to place. For example, the way in which the community supports itself is one of the key differences from settled communities. Traditionally they have supported themselves through work that can be done on a freelance basis such as "horse trading, seasonal farm- 
it.
24 Although most city dwellers will never set foot in a field, they have a strong sense of attachment to a rural idyll of green fields and open vistas.
25
In addition, the English are generally committed to the equal application of rules to all. This love for the rule of law is one, which they have successfully communicated and imparted to several former colonies and dominions. Given that both parties will view the negotiation competitively, the mediator will need to be focused on reinforcing the collaborative nature of the mediation.
It is unsurprising that with these key differences in orientation, "the everyday Gold, "mediation accommodates more collectivist, particularist values, and high-context, polychronic communication." 50 In mediation, a skilled third party neutral will work to facilitate a negotiated agreement between the parties. Ideally, a mediator would be able to effect a transformational mediation i.e. one in which the relationship of the parties is transformed from one of conflict to peace. With the rhetoric and history to this dispute that may be too ambitious. However, even a traditional mediation will lay the groundwork for both parties to work together in future. Also given the nature of this dispute, a mediation provides the most flexibility in possible solutions. Courts are limited to injunctions, costs, orders for eviction, however a mediation may lead to novel and context specific solutions.
51
Another form of mediation, which could be beneficial in this conflict would be narrative mediation. This focuses on the telling of stories and experiences to facilitate the decision-making. There are significant benefits to narration, Delgado highlights the benefits of story-telling to both the dominant and subservient groups in an interaction.
52
For the Travellers, story telling is a therapeutic tool for healing and an opportunity to 55 Given the lack of experience with formalized language due to educational deprivation experienced by most Travellers it will be key to ensure that the mediator is mindful of potential issues with formal language. As Travellers have low literacy rates there will need to be added sensitivity to ensure that documents are prepared in Plain English and that time is given to ensure comprehension. In terms of language, a mediator will need to work to establish a common language for the negotiation.
The potential for power imbalance between the educated and structurally sophisticated Council members and the Travellers is high. As Travellers typically exist outside the settler community, it may be difficult for them to navigate formal procedures.
In recent years, Travellers have set up groups and worked to raise their awareness and group profile. Some groups are highly politicized and have mobilized social media to publicize their cause, and Dale Farm is no exception. Given my view that both cultures will be oriented towards the masculine style of competitive negotiation, the mediator will also need to be cognizant of the competitive positions of both sides. The Council has spent a significant sum on legal action and the planned evictions, if a solution could be found to their concerns for the property this could be of real benefit to them given current straitened economic circumstances. For the Travellers, they face the real possibility of a forced eviction. Any solution short of this will be of benefit to them. A mediator will need to highlight the potential benefit of a negotiated settlement to both parties.
As an example of individualistic Western culture, it is likely that Basildon Council will have a "self-serving bias of fairness." 57 The likely results of such a bias include a reduction in the ability to solve problems creatively and an increase in the 'cynical perceptions' of the other side. 58 The mediator may need to discuss this with the Council directly which would be best done in private caucus to avoid any embarrassment or the perception of bias on the part of the mediator.
A transformative mediation would be the best result for the community as a whole however, given the tenor of discussions and the latest legal results it seems improbable that this will occur. The problems in this particular case go beyond Dale Farm and highlight issues which continue to impact society. eroded cultural practices such as nomadism and the pursuit of traditional employment opportunities.
59
Until this construct of civilization is adjusted Dale Farm will remain one example in a continuum of such cross-cultural conflicts.
Postscript
This article was originally written in 2011, and since then the eviction of the Dale Farm travellers has taken place. 59 POWELL, supra note 44, at 121.
